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The US Countgdamaican Music Connection
Supporting Evidenc{a

Q Gordon Robinson paying tribute to singer/songwriter, Ernie Smith, in The Jamaica Gleaner’s April 21, 2026 edition:

B

The Jamaica in which he grew up (1950s; early 1960s) was greatly influenced by “Country and Western” music. There are many
examples of this influence but one of the least obvious will be revealed if you listen to the Johnny Cash classic “Ring of Fire”
and then to Skatalites’” ”(Music Is My) Occupation” featuring trombone legend, Don Drummond.

Excerpt from Tom Netherland’s article “Country And Reggae” published in the July 11, 2024 edition of
The Kingsport (Tenn.) Times News:

Long past her prime, Skeeter Davis performed a concert in Jamaica in 1982. Response was enormous ... Then Davis
performed during the Jamaica World Music Festival in November 1982 ... Response from the festival’s enclave of fans
made her cry. Yep, as unlikely as it may seem, then as now, Jamaicans love country music.

how much country music had influenced them, influenced reggae, ya know. They love Jim Reeves. They love Patsy Cline.”

An article in The Jamaica Gleaner’'s May 28, 2006 edition celebrating the achievements of Sheldon Shepherd,
21-year-old “multi-award festival winner” and rising star in the performing arts, acknowledged the
contributions of his father, who “regularly put him to bed with dub poetry and country and western music.”

The Jamaica Gleaner's November 18, 2024 edition:
Singer Mikey Spice is exploring the country and western genre with “Money Talks,” a reggae adaptation of country single
“Forever in Blue Jeans,” by Grammy Award-winning singer Neil Diamond.

Billboard's April 25, 1998 edition:

Natives of Florida, the Bellamys have always had an appreciation for tropical rhythms, blending country and reggae on
"Get Into Reggae Cowboy," which peaked at No. 21 on Billboard's country singles chart in 1982. "The Bellamy Brothers are
the innovators of that Caribbean-influenced country sound that seems to be in vogue at radio," says Intersound Country GM
George Collier.
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Gramps Morgan ‘excited’ to
perform at country music
legend tribute
HIGHLIGHTE DEAN DILLON

yousy £ NC ® R MUSsIC GROUP

(O Reggae-country fusion singer, Gramps Morgan, got the phone call he had long been waiting for. He was offered the
opportunity to represent the genre at a star-studded tribute concert for Country Music Hall of Fame legend, Dean Dillon.

(O “Dean Dillon is one of the biggest songwriters of all times ... including writing songs for George Strait, Kenny Chesney,
Chris Stapleton. His famous song that Chris Stapleton sang is ‘Tennessee Whiskey’,” Morgan told The Gleaner.

() More than a decade ago, Gramps, then a member of the Grammy Award-winning sibling reggae band Morgan Heritage,
began working on a new sound that merges country and reggae. He even moved to Nashville, the city synonymous with
e

country music.
Q Forbes

. . RAMES Sept. 30, 2021
Morgan Heritage puts Southern spin on reggae ﬁh JRCAK “Gramps Morgan beautifully

Grammy-winning reggae band up for another with country-inspired album ‘ blends reggae and country
on his Positive Vibrations album.”

By KRISTIN M. HALL Associated Press
Published: January 13, 2018
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could pick up powerful short wave radio stations from the United States playing artistsrlikeeveand Patsy Cline

and they also idolized Western films that also featured a lot of traditional country songs. His mother used to play
Dolly Partonand Randy Travisalongside Jamaican artist®ots and the Maytal® ¢


https://past.jamaica-gleaner.com/article/entertainment/20240725/gramps-morgan-excited-perform-country-music-legend-tribute#slideshow-1
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NEW YORK—REGGAE: ONLY A MOTION AWAY (PART 1)

(There's & new kind of music in the air. And It has reached the States via
Paul Simon and Paul McCartney, The Musical form is known as Reggae, and
with the summer of '72 just around the corner, it could easily blossom into a
major musical happening. Part one of this two part series will endeavor to dis-
cuss some of the background efements of Reggae, while the concluding segment
will delve into the artists, groups and personalities responsible for developing
that musical form. Series will conclude next week.)

It's slways difficult to describe a new kind of music. Especially, 8 kind of mu-
sic that really must be feit to be appreciated, We're all famillar with Jazz and
Blues because those forms had their roots planted in American soil. Because
those forms have been around now for years, But Reggae (pronounced reg-gay)
is quite different. Reggae music takes root in Jamaica, It is, basically, likened
to country music only in that a majority of all the Reggae songs will deal with
telling a story or relating a personal expenence. Very little time is devoted to
philosophy, politics or environment as is characterized by much of our own music.

The tempo of most Reggae songs never vary. One can hest get the feeling of
the Reggae tempo by thinking of a metronome with the pendulum swinging
smoothly and precisely to and fro. Never varying. Always keeping the exact tim-
ing-gracefully. And almost mechanical. In fact, Reggae songs, because of their
precision, always sound like perfect recordings when in album form, They sound
as though great care was taken to produce each track——-but in actuality, each
group is capable of producing this tightness ‘live’ by assigning each member of
the group a specific musical function,

HOLLYWOOD—RICHARD NADER: ROCK AND ROLL IS HERE TO STAY

In town for a couple of days, readying things for last week's opening of his
Rock and Roll Spectacular at the Flamingo hotel in Las Vegas, promoter Richard
Nadér was able to devote an hour to Cash Box and breakfast, In, as it turned
out, that order. Nader is a busy person. In the process of being polite and in-
formative to us, he spent far too litle time on the Continental Hyatt House's
kosher bacon and eggs (this is, after all, Hollywood),

The Flamingo engagement is Nader's first excursion into Las Vegas: he feels
that the city will attract exactly the right audience for his nostalgia-filled presenta-
tions. “We're using the Nevada Room. It's not the main room or the lounge,
it's the convention room; larger than either. We're setting up tables and chairs
in @ cabaret-style arrangement, and will be able to seat 2,200." Featured acts
are Chuck Barry, Bo Diddley, the Shirelles and Gary *U.S." Bonds.

Later this year, Nader will have four revival shows on the road simultaneocusly,
Including his first European tour. He has certain stars, who will headline, and
books the remaining acts accordingly. A show with Chuck Berry or Little Richard
topping, for instance, would possibly feature more biack acts than one headed by
Jerry Lee Lewis, whose show would be more country-rock oriented

Nader has had his share of probl with the r th spectaculars, argu-
mants over billing are far from rare, and there's an occasional artist who wants
to present new material, “What they don’t realize is that the fans have come to
hear the old songs. When a performer tries to present his ‘new side’ to them,
they become very resentful. The audience also demands a high degree of pro-
fessionalism from the acts, If there's a lot of fooling around between numbers,
the audience just won't stand for it.

It’s always difficult to describe a new kind of music. Especially, a kind of mu-
sic that really must be felt to be appreciated, We're all familiar with Jazz and
Blues because those forms had their roots planted in American soil. Because
those forms have been around now for yea B Reggae (pronounced reg-gay)
s—eraite dirferent. Reggae music takes root in Jamaica, It is, basically, [IKened
to country music only in that a majority of all the Reggae songs will deal with

skllng g story or relating a personal experience. Very little time is_devoted—te
philosophy, politics or environment as is characterized by much of our own music.

oReggae music takes root in Jamaica. It is, basically, likened to country mugic
only in that a majority of all the Reggae songs will deal with telling a st
or relating a personal experiernoe
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The Walilers
Catch A Fire

Debut LP for Island Records

Rolling Stone
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Apr. 12, 1973

Catch A Fire
The Wailers
Island SW 9329

BY ROB HOUGHTON

The Wailers are a group
from Jamaica who have been
influenced as much by white
rock & roll and, apparently,

QUM ILSa- 85, the
Encino anstocrats have been

influenced by the blues. The
result is a blend: Lilting tunes
of hypnotic character headed
by super-progressive lead gui-
tar work, Motown variations,
and gowbov puances, all back-
ed by the tricky Jamaican beat
that serves to keep the decibel
level in a moderate range,
“thereby forcing the audience
‘to be seduced by the charms
‘of the music, rather than over-
whelmed by the relentless
force of most rock. 7F
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Top Country Songwriters in Jamaica
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Top Country Songwriters in Jamaica
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Top Country Songwriters in Jamaica

Hank Locklin

10813

RECORDS
: %
5 NIW YORK AT oo 39'
S RICORD MART PRODUCTION 3
= 11 SOUTH 'Avlll|ﬂ ';'
§ Ot 12386 g
t 5
% &
%, DON'T TOUCH ME &
"0' . Gihoon) \LQ"
“*ry,,, NICKY THOMAS S 4
" Uaumonse corrG
X o M odest
. A ; \) @, i
~_RECORDS ., r HELE ME M FaLLing Y
R VIAX ROMEQ y &/
-l % x /)7
S W e X Manuf, & Arr. by
~ > et Dist. by L. Hamilton

BT - - Randys (

Prod. by
Cca 1M C. Moore
' %ide 1

% Gg"hgf:u::gdhfﬁ & WORLD GO AWAY

o ‘ > Adapted

ﬁ.! NORMA WRIGHT s> ELAINE. MOORE

) L
~‘“‘b |(‘.‘°’.'

- 3 m“



Top Country Songwriters in Jamaica
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Country Songs That Inspired Multiple Versions Over Time
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Country Songs That Inspired Multiple Versions Over Time
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Country Songs That Crossed Over Into R&B and §

Soul
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Country Songs That Crossed Over Into R&B and $oul
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Western Themes In Jamaican Mus
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