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άIƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƎŀŜ ƳǳǎƛŎΦ ώDǊŀƳǇǎϐ aƻǊƎŀƴ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ WŀƳŀƛŎŀƴǎ 
could pick up powerful short wave radio stations from the United States playing artists like Jim Reeves and Patsy Cline, 
and they also idolized Western films that also featured a lot of traditional country songs. His mother used to play 
Dolly Parton and Randy Travis, alongside Jamaican artists Toots and the MaytalsΦέ

https://past.jamaica-gleaner.com/article/entertainment/20240725/gramps-morgan-excited-perform-country-music-legend-tribute#slideshow-1


Cash Box
Jun. 10, 1972

άwŜƎƎŀŜΥ  hƴƭȅ ! aƻǘƛƻƴ !ǿŀȅ όtǘΦ мύέ

άReggae music takes root in Jamaica.  It is, basically, likened to country music 
  only in that a majority of all the Reggae songs will deal with telling a story 
  or relating a personal experienceΦέ



Rolling Stone

Apr. 12, 1973

Debut LP for Island Records

Catch A Fire

The Wailers



June 19, 1976



Top Country Songwriters in Jamaica

Kris Kristofferson



Top Country Songwriters in Jamaica

Felice & Boudleaux Bryant



Top Country Songwriters in Jamaica

Hank Locklin



Top Country Songwriters in Jamaica

Joe South

Ben Peters



Country Songs That Inspired Multiple Versions Over Time

άIŜΩƭƭ IŀǾŜ ¢ƻ Dƻέ

Audrey & Joe Allison

1964

1965

1968

1969

1971

1982

1987

1985

197?

ά{ǿŜŜǘ [ƛǇǎέ



Country Songs That Inspired Multiple Versions Over Time

άDǊŜŜƴ {ŀƳǇƭŜ DǊŀǎǎ hŦ IƻƳŜέ

Curly Putman

1966

1967

1968

1968

1977

UK

JA
Blank

Pre-release

1980

1988 199?

1994

Lyn Taitt & The Merritone 
All Stars



Country Songs That Inspired Multiple Versions Over Time

ά¢ŀƪŜ ! aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ¢ƻ aŀǊȅέ

Felice & Boudleaux Bryant

1969

1972

1972

1974

1974

JA
Blank

Pre-release

Ernest Wilson &
Freddie McGregor

άVersionέ
predecessor
 ǘƻ άǊŜƳƛȄέ 
     in pop

άDubέ
adventurous
instrumental
       remix

1984

1988 1988

1994



Country Songs That Crossed Over Into R&B and Soul

ά.ƭƻƻŘǎƘƻǘ 9ȅŜǎέ

Hank Penny & Ruth Hall

1949 1951

1960

1965

1970 1972

1974

196?

1975

1983



Country Songs That Crossed Over Into R&B and Soul

ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ DǊŜŜƴ !ǇǇƭŜǎέ

Bobby Russell

1970 1971

1968

197?1969

1981

1968 1968

JA
Blank

Pre-release

Lascelles Perkins

JA
Blank

Pre-release

Peter Tosh
Boris Gardiner Dennis Brown

Llans Thelwell

Earl Sixteen

Roger Miller O.C. Smith



Country Songs That Crossed Over Into R&B and Soul

άwŀƛƴȅ bƛƎƘǘ Lƴ DŜƻǊƎƛŀέ

Tony Joe White

1978 1978

1970

1977

1995

1969 1969



Western Themes In Jamaican Music

Sir Lord Comic
& His Cowboys


